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YouthBuild is a nationwide program that helps youths
ages 16 to 24 earn their GED or high school diploma
while working construction. The program also offers
college preparatory classes and mentoring programs.
United Way of Wyandotte County has operated the
program in Kansas City, Kan., for seven years.

The amount released Friday represents 63 percent of the program’s total funding of $1.1
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million. The DOL will issue the remaining $40,000 next year. p——
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Wendell Maddox, CEQ of United Way of Wyandotte County, said the YouthBuild program | Business
usually receives $1.1 million for the 30-month grant. However, he said the program Center
typically receives 50 percent of the funds for the first 15 months, rather than 63 percent. Vislt ibe Small
Maddox said the stimulus money also requires the pregram to start spending the funds by | Business Center :
July 1. Y ug
“That group of kids, they really need the support of this program,” Maddox said. ﬁg& S
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Of the 64 youths expected to enroll this year, Maddox said 32 youths will earn a high Visit the Sales & 4
school diploma, GED or industry-certificate and 45 youths will find a job or internship.
Maddox said the program usually receives funds from the Department of Labor, but that Beating the
this year’s grant comes solely from the stimulus package. Recession L‘-:_":jd:! 'Lgv ::cev:zlated
“ don’t know exactly what that means,” he said. “But I'm sure at some point in time we B e 'to small buslness
need to ask that question from our DOL officials.” page
The extra $47 million in stimulus funds increased the nationwide YouthBuild budget to Dail
about $114 million. The stimulus funds increased the budgets of some of the existing 62 W\éne
programs and added another 121 programs throughout the nation. Zpdale
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